Materials. All commercially available reagents were purchased from Sigma Aldrich and used throughout. All solvents were purchased from Fisher Scientific as reagent grade, and DMF was distilled over CaH prior to use. Thin layer chromatography (TLC) was carried out on aluminium-backed plates coated with silica gel (Merck Kieselgel 60 F 254 ). Dry column vacuum chromatography was carried out using Merck Kieselgel silica gel 60 (particle size 0.015-0.040 mm) using the specified eluents. Sodium hydride containing 40% (w/w) oil was used without purification. 4,7-Dimethoxy-1H-benzimidazole was prepared starting from 1,4-dimethoxybenzene with nitration, reduction and condensation of the diamine with formic acid steps.
Methyl 2-(1H-benzimidazol-1-ylmethyl)benzoate (7a
General procedure for the synthesis of carboxylic acids 1a-1d. Sodium hydroxide (0.8 M, 30 mL) was added to methyl esters 7a-7d (11.3 mmol) in methanol (30 mL), and stirred at room temperature for 18 h. The mixture was acidified to pH 4 with hydrochloric acid (2 M), and extracted with CHCl 3 (4 x 25 mL). The combined organic extracts were evaporated to dryness to give 1a-1d. 
2-(1H-Benzimidazol-1-ylmethyl)benzoic acid (1a

